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Excitement, discovery, fun with friends and learning 
through play! These are all things we experience at the 
Muncie Children’s Museum every day. Our goal is to 
provide educational and interactive opportunities for 
children of all ages in a safe and creative environment.  
As we highlight our successes in 2018, we hope you will 
see the value of learning through play and hands-on 
interactive experiences provided at the Muncie Children’s 
Museum.

In 2018, we saw a tremendous increase in attendance 
for both general and Free Saturday visitors. We provided 
children in our community numerous opportunities 
during the year to enjoy and learn from a variety of new 
educational programs. Our dedicated staff and board 
began planning for future changes to the Muncie Children’s 
Museum!

As we celebrate our success, we offer A BIG THANK YOU 
to all of our donors, members, board of directors, advisory 
board & committee members, volunteers and friends 
who have helped make the Muncie Children’s Museum 
a place “where it’s fun to learn!” Your loyalty and support 
for children and families of East Central Indiana is very 
important. Without it, we would not be able to provide the 
educational and interactive opportunities that we do.

Kynda J. Rinker
Director 

A LETTER FROM 
THE DIRECTOR



ATTENDANCE 
HIGHLIGHTS

DISCOVERY PARK 
OPEN A FULL YEAR

One of our most popular exhibits is Discovery Park, 

an exhibit centered on STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math) learning. It allows children 

to explore STEM through nature and play. Discovery 

Park opened on September 30, 2017. After a full year 

of operation, it is definitely popular with activities 

that include what goes in an emergency kit, how to 

choose the right pet, learning what animals are sitting 

in your back yard, getting up close to rabbits, guinea 

pigs, and chinchillas, learning to use a compass and 

more. Phase 1 was funded by AEP-Indiana Michigan 

Power; the Institute of Museum and Library Services; 

Ball Brothers Foundation; MutualBank Charitable 

Foundation; The Boren Family Foundation;  

The Terhune Family; and Kappa, Kappa, Kappa,  

Delta Phi Chapter. Discovery Park will be  

expanded in the near future. 

2018 was a great year to visit the Muncie 

Children’s Museum. Our attendance 

topped 39,000 visitors! This is the largest 

attendance figure since 2003. Free 

Saturdays provide interactive, family-

oriented, learning and fun for underserved 

populations in our community. In 2018,  

our Free Saturdays gave us 7,800 visitors 

which was the highest total since its 

inception in 2006. Thank you to our Free 

Saturday sponsors for providing excellent 

programs: Care Institute Group, Meridian 

Health Pediatrics, the Suzanne Gresham 

Center, Old National Bank and the Hamer 

D. & Phyllis C. Shafer Foundation. Our 

visitors primarily come from Delaware 

County, Hamilton County and several  

other counties in East Central Indiana. 



LEARNING THROUGH 
PLAY  

(PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS)

Not only do children and their families enjoy the exhibits, they learn through 

play with the special programs we offer throughout the year. Annual events 

include a Pirate and Princess party, the Children’s Health Fair, Spring Break 

Programs (Outer Space), Summer Programs (Oceans of Fun), Halloween 

Extravaganza, Family Fire Safety Day, and the Amazing Elf Adventure.  

2018 was a very busy and exciting year! Our Director of Education and  

our educators play an important part in the success of these activities. 

SUSTAINING  
FOR THE FUTURE 
“40 & FORWARD!”

At the Muncie Children’s Museum, we believe that a 

child’s success is not a function of grade level or test 

scores. Instead, success occurs every time a child finds 

learning enjoyable and non-threatening. We celebrated 

forty wonderful years and now we are focused on 

expanding Discovery Park and upgrading several other 

exhibit areas during the next few years. We will continue 

to promote family learning by creating transformational 

and extraordinary learning experiences, not only across 

the sciences, but arts and humanities as well. We are so 

glad you are part of our exciting past and present and will 

continue to be part of our future. Our legacy has been 

and will remain our sustainability as we inspire future 

generations to explore, create, and learn. 



ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

$5,000 AND ABOVE:
Anonymous
Herbert H. Hamilton  
 Charitable Designated Fund
Jean & Mora Morris Fund for Youth

$2,500 TO $4,999:
Doug & Kay Bales
Julie Terhune

$1,000 TO $2,499:
Kenneth & Peggy Briner
J.R. Hopper 
Robert Kersey
J. Richard & Elizabeth Pogue Marshall
Bruce & Sandra Moore
Van & Margaret Smith
Terry & Cheryl Walker
Marjorie Zeigler

$500 TO $999:
Anonymous
Linda Boring
David & Nancy Galliher
Richard & Shannie Hughes
Brett & Kynda Rinker

UP TO $499:
Jennifer Abrell
Betty Adams
David & Joan Bahlmann
Linda Boring
Patrick Burkey
Mike & Abby Butler
Marilyn Carey
Jama Cashdollar
Ryan & Kira Childers
Sylvia Clark
Chris & Julia Crabtree
Linn & Susan Crull
Russell & Dawn Crummett
Dave & Carol Deiwert
Dr. John & Dr. Anne Eliades
Mark & Molly Ervin
Michael & Jackie Findley
Teresa Ford
Walter J. & Kay Harrison
Susan F. Holbrook
Tonya Holland
Roni Johnson
Kappa, Kappa, Kappa Beta  
 Associate Chapter

Kappa, Kappa, Kappa Gamma  
 Associate Chapter
Robert & Barbara Kvam
David & Susan Land
Gloria Mantock
L. Jay & Mary Ann Matchett
Richard & Joan McKee
Jennifer Proud Mearns
Keith & Elaine Miller
Tim & Ann Miller
Jon & Barbara Moll
James & Linda Needham
Normandy Flower Shop, Inc.
Jennifer Peters
Luke & Dianne Philippsen
Rebecca Rees
Victor & Gabriele Replogle
Don & Sue Rinker
Max & Barb Rudicel
S.A. Boyce Corporation
William Skeen
Steve & Staci Slavin 
 Coldwell Banker
Tom & Pam Smith
Phyllis Sollenberger
Thomas & Sharon Spoerner
James & Pamela Wingate, Jr.

GRANTS AND 
SPONSORSHIPS
Altrusa International 
 of Muncie, IN
Ball State University
Belmont Graphics
Linda Boring
Bridgestone Kendon
Cardinal Home Medical LLC
Care Institute Group, Inc.
Central Indiana Orthopedics 
 Dr. Scott Waterman
Changing Seasons Patio Shoppe
Chase Bank
Clark Insurance Group
Community Foundation  
 of Randolph County
Dr. Roberto and Jeanne Darroca
Delaware Blackford Medical Society
Estep Burkey Simmons
 Patrick Burkey
First Merchants Bank
Thomas & Carol Gardiner
George & Frances Ball Foundation
George Insurance Group
Indiana Ticket
Kishel Photography

Meijer
Meridian Health Pediatrics
Muncie Novelty
Muncie Power Products 
 In Honor of Andrew Dawson’s  
 service on the Muncie Children’s  
 Museum Board
MutualBank
Nassau Swim Club
National Endowment of the Arts 
NISE - National Informal STEM 
 Education Network
Navient
Old National Bank
Praxis Consulting
Donna Polcz
Dr. Denise Reeves
Reids Electrical Service, LLC
Hamer D. & Phyllis C. Shafer  
 Foundation
Steve & Staci Slavin 
 Coldwell Banker
The Friends of the Muncie Endurathon
The Suzanne Gresham Center
TK Constructors
University Dermatology Center
VKA Kitchen & Catering
Vera Mae’s Bistro
Walls Furniture Warehouse
Whitinger & Company, LLC

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR  
IN-KIND DONORS FOR 
THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT.

WOMEN’S GIVING CIRCLE 
MEMBERS 2018

Kay Bales
Vicki Gaddis
Carol Gardiner
Martha Gooden
Susan Land
Jamie Love
Sandra Kelly
Elizabeth Pogue Marshall
Sandra Moore
Kynda Rinker
Pat Schaefer
Barbara Schafer
Mary Jane Sursa
Marla Templeton
Julie Terhune
Carol Trimmer
Sue Whitaker

ATTENDANCE 
HIGHLIGHTS

THANK YOU 
TO OUR DONORS



THE 
NUMBERS

2018
INCOME

Earned Income  $161,585

Endowment Income $62,745

Contributions  $55,105

Grants   $53,100

Memberships  $23,340

Special Events  $46,090

2018
EXPENSE

Management & General $141,925

Program/Exhibit  $141,075

Building Occupancy  $74,075

Special Event Expense  $26,460

OUR 
STAFF

PRESIDENT: 

Kira Childers 
Ontario Systems
Engagement Manager

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

Staci Slavin
Coldwell Banker
Real Estate Broker
Inland Interiors  
Design Assistant

TREASURER: 

Andy Roberts
Estep Burkey Simmons, LLC
CPA

SECRETARY: 

Amanda Snider
John Jay & Co.

EX-OFFICIO: 

Patrick Burkey
Estep Burkey Simmons, LLC
CPA

Ashlee Anderson
Owner and Certified Personal 
Trainer / Wellness Coach at 
Ashlee Anderson Fitness

Kathy Bartlett
Indiana Public Schools 
Retired Teacher

Andrew Dawson
Muncie Power Products 
Manager - Marketing and Advertising

Audrey Robbins
Walls Furniture Warehouse
Owner
Ball State University
Instructor of Marketing

ADVISORY BOARD: 

David Bahlmann

Jim Borgmann 

Linn Crull 

Dave Heeter

Walker Marsh 

Dick Marshall 

Liz Marshall

Bruce Moore

Terry Walker

DIRECTOR: 
Kynda Rinker

DIRECTOR OF EXHIBITS 
& EDUCATION: 
Marcy Paul

DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT: 
Susan Land

FACILITIES 
MAINTENANCE: 
Mike Flanagan

Danny Victory

GUEST RELATIONS 
COORDINATOR:
Laci Hale

GRANTS 
ADMINISTRATOR:
Barbara Schafer

MARKETING
ASSISTANT:
Emily Sabens

ANIMAL CARE  
SPECIALIST:
Chris Horner

BOARD 
MEMBERS

   $401,965

    $383,535


